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SHAWN’S REPORT 

 

My Dear Friends 

Every Tuesday morning a handful of us meet at the church for a couple of hours to lift up you 

and your concerns and joys in prayer.  For the past couple of months we have been using as our 

prayer guide, the second book of Chronicles, a book that provides the reader with purpose and 

hope.  Because God’s promises are certain, the Chronicler encourages the Judeans to hope for 

the future.  The words of King Jehoshaphat capture the spirit of Chronicles:  “Listen to me, all 

you people of Judah and Jerusalem!  Believe in the Lord your God and you will be able to stand 

firm” (20:20). 

As we met for prayer and studied this book, we quickly realised that this book was chronicling 

(telling the story) of revival in the land.   Second Chronicles is full of instruction and direction for 

the church that wants to remain faithful during uncertain times and to experience revival.   

Revival in the church begins with a positive response to these words:  “Then if my people who 

are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 

wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sins and restore their land”  (2 

Chronicles 7:14).   The faithful church, the church that experiences revival and evangelises its 

community, is comprised of people who are humble, pray, seek the Lord’s face and repent.   

But, this is just the beginning. 

God teaches us in Chronicles that we have another part to play in addition to the above.  Listen 

to what King Hezekiah did during the first month of his reign.   “In the very first month of his 

reign, Hezekiah began to restore the Temple (29:3).  He extended an invitation to all to attend 

the festival at Jerusalem” (30:1).     

Over this past year we have been diligent in our attempt to extend an invitation to all to join us 

at TBCO.   Our two summer camps (VBS and 4
th

 week) were highly promoted and advertised in 

the community.  During the summer and fall, we knocked on every door in the region of 

Osgoode just to introduce ourselves and invite people to church.  While some folks responded 

with disinterest, others were most receptive.  In the fall we held a welcome back celebration 

party and invited the entire community to join us.    
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We hosted another party in the park in Osgoode with our visiting missionary from Germany, 

Garnotte.  We sent out invitations to the wider community to join us for Bethlehem Live and 

Christmas Eve.  We walked through the community once again and hand delivered free bottles 

of beets from our mission for Kenya (You Feed Them) program inviting people to join us.   Just 

as King Hezekiah extended an invitation to all to attend the festival at Jerusalem (30:1), we have 

worked hard to extend an invitation to all to attend the festival at TBCO.   

The result of Hezekiah’s messengers urging all to turn to the Lord (30:6) was that many 

humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem (30:11).  So many people arrived that the Judeans 

could not accommodate them.  Over this past year we have seen many new faces at TBCO.  

Attendance at worship has increased as well as participation in our Youth Programs.  We have 

also seen a significant growth in our discipleship programs.  At present we have over 200 adults 

enrolled in 24 different discipleship programs.    Just as God blessed Hezekiah’s effort so too has 

God blessed our efforts to reach out and invite people to “His festival”. 

Once the people were gathered in Hezekiah’s day they resolved to seek the Lord (30:18-19) 

which resulted in the Lord healing many (30:20).    We are now in the midst of our 8 week 

journey, Life’s Healing Choices”.   During this series we admit that we are all broken and have 

hurts, habits and hang-ups that God can heal us from.   It is my belief that God has already 

begun this healing process.   

These are exciting times for us at TBCO.  If you have ever dreamed of being a part of an exciting 

move of God, get ready.  For me, it is easy to see that God is doing the same thing at TBCO as 

he did in Hezekiah’s day; God is laying the foundation for a revival.  I believe God will be faithful 

and will allow us the privilege of joining Him in His work of revival.   Together we can do this if, 

we keep loving one another, remain humble, pray, seek the Lord and continue to repent.      

Thanks for an awesome year. 

 

Pastor Shawn 
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ELDERS REPORT 

The elders of Trinity Bible Church of Ottawa (TBCO) play a dual role in the overall governance of 

the church.   

As biblical elders we are responsible for the spiritual well-being of the congregation and to 

ensure that the church is a safe place for each person to grow, mature and develop their 

spiritual God-given gifts.  The passage of scripture that we use as our model is Psalm 23.  We 

are “under-shepherds” of the great Shepherd and as such follow His lead in ensuring that TBCO 

is a place of encouragement, restoration, safety, and right spiritual guidance.  We will love and 

provide for each person who walks through our doors and pledge to walk with them on our 

spiritual journey together.   

As an organizational board we are duly constituted before the laws of the land to ensure that 

TBCO is well-governed according to our bylaws and constitution.  We are also legally 

responsible and accountable to the government to ensure that TBCO is properly managed in all 

of its corporate affairs. 

To assist us in both of the above TBCO has a number of Deacons who have been tasked with 

responsibilities in specific ministry areas.  Each Elder has been assigned a Deacon in order to 

pray for them and assist where required.  Currently the church has the following ministry areas: 

• Communication 

• Discipleship 

o Children 

o Youth 

o Adult 

• Fellowship 

o Internal and Food 

o External and Greeting 

• Finance 

• Property 

• Outreach 

o Local 

o Foreign 

 

 

• Worship 
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As you can see our job is a mixture of the joys of nurturing spiritual life for the growth of the 

Kingdom of God and the mundane of ensuring that the church is well managed.   

 

What happened last year?  What do we have to be thankful for? 

• In January TBCO began planning and preparation for our new website.  We see 

communication as fundamental in how our message is shared with our community and 

the website is a cornerstone of this communication plan. 

• In February & March we began the development of the job description for the Director 

of Children’s Ministry and started the formal planning for the short term mission to 

Nicaragua.  Also during this time we did much work on the administrative and legal 

framework to support You Feed Them (YFT) as a ministry of TBCO 

• This effort on YFT continued through April and May.  Because the bulk of this ministry 

takes place outside of Canada we as a church need to be cognizant of the laws around 

sending money outside of Canada and also how we conduct our internal affairs in 

support of YFT.  Another initiative that started in May was an investigation into how and 

when we would replace the church sign on Stagecoach road 

• In June the board agreed to revise and formally accept the job description for the 

Director of Children’s Ministry and commence with the staffing search. 

• While the Summer was not a busy time for the board, time was spent in planning and 

anticipation of the Fall season where the format of services were changed slightly and 

there would be a renewed emphasis on the Children’s and Youth work. 

• In September the board agreed that Catherine McLaughlin be hired and appointed as 

the Director of Children’s Ministry, effective September 22, 2009. 

• With the approach of the winter of 2009-10 in October the elders were presented with a 

challenge to reach out to the street people of Ottawa by adopting the ministry “In His 

Care”.  This ministry provides sleeping bags and toiletry essentials to people who have 

no home living in the downtown.  The board decided to participate and asked Walter 

Picavet and Ralph Jervah to lead this ministry for this year. 

• November and December saw a tremendous effort on the part of both the Deacons and 

Elders to ensure that the church budget reflected the priorities of the church as we 

moved into 2010.  To this end we met together as a combined group and established 

three priority areas for the immediate future of our church.  They were: 

1. Children’s ministries 

2. Youth ministry  

3. Adult Discipleship ministries 
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We also established a number of targets for each of these areas that we expect to see 

achieved in the coming year(s).  These three areas are now the primary focus for our 

efforts as a church. 

Our Goals for 2010 focus on the three priorities above: 

• For Children’s Ministry we want move forward with programming (Family Fusion - 

midweek, sports ministry and VBS - summer, Sunday morning program) 

• For Youth Ministry - double the numbers from 2009 in both Jr. and Sr. High; expand the 

camp program; and have 75% of TBCO youth actively involved in ministry. 

• For Adult Discipleship - taking the knowledge and teaching provided and reaching the 

lost for Jesus; mentoring people (multiplication effect); helping people move along the 

spiritual continuum; and having 75% congregational participation in small groups. 

 

On behalf of TBCO Elders 

 

Rod Miller - Chair 
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WORSHIP REPORT 

  

I appeal to you therefore brethren, and beg of you in view of the mercies of God, to make a 

decisive dedication to your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and well pleasing to God, which is 

your reasonable service and spiritual worship. Romans 12:2 

 

 Worshiping continues to be an exciting journey with God through Shawn’s messages, music 

and communion. We are thankful to God for his presence and unify leadership. We dedicate 

ours lives to God and glorify him through Worship.  

This year the permanent structure continued to grow with the leadership of Linda Cudmore, 

Glenda Mosher and Brian Wells. Phil Mosher, Frank Hallam, Rod Miller and the Youth also 

presented incredible Worship music throughout the year.  The weekly practice structure has 

demonstrated a real commitment to Worshiping God through wonderful music.   

The music ministry has significantly grown through this structure with many new faces and 

instruments joining the platform over the year.  To continue this growth Phil Mosher has been 

offering drum lessons on Monday evenings. The Youth band will also be leading Worship at the 

new Thursday Family Fusion nights.  

The Worship Ministry continued its focus on equipment maintenance and renewal with many 

pieces replaced and purchased over the last year including installing a lighting mixer in the new 

sound cabinet.  

This worked was supported and completed by a wonderful team including Craig Cudmore, 

Frank Hallam, Terry McLaughlin and Andrew Ferguson.  

The sound team continued to be lead by Frank Hallam and supported by James Spence and Jim 

Halloran.  Dave Gourlay has provided his time and talents in recording Shawn’s sermons and 

Theresa Poirier has ensured that all who visit the Trinity website can listen to Shawn’s 

messages. The visual presentations continue to be prepared by Jenna Bateman who also 

ensures we are up to date with our CCLI licensing and reporting.   
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Communion is a focal part of Worship on the first Sunday of each month.  This year Communion 

preparation has been the responsibility of Betty Bunting, Lynda Derby and Joey Killeen. 

Following almost two years of coordinating and the development of a Communion manual, 

Betty has stepped down and preparation/coordination is now lead by Jan Philips who also 

ensures the sanctuary is beautify decorated as the seasons of the church change.  

The past year we heard several sermon series from Pastor Shawn on Stewardship, Jonah, the 

Holy Spirit and evangelism (Just Walk Across the Room).   We have also heard from the 

missionaries we support as a church as well as from New Beginnings Ministry and Gernot 

Elsner. As well, we heard messages from Ken Dekker, Dennis Kuz and John Hiddema.      

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michael Zinck 

Deacon 
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FELLOWSHIP REPORT 

 

1 John 4:11-12 

“Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen 

God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.” 

 

Fellowship is an integral part of who we are and what we do as the body of Christ at TBCO.  As 

we spend time together we have an opportunity to encourage and help each other in growing 

closer to God.   

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP AND POTLUCK LUNCHES – The Sunday morning Fellowship time after 

the worship service is one of the main opportunities for us to touch base with those we do not 

see throughout the week and to welcome newcomers and begin to help them feel at home 

with us.  Several times a year we have pot luck lunches which are another opportunity to spend 

time together.  Sometimes these lunches are just for fun and sometimes we combine lunch 

with another event such as welcoming new babies or having a special presentation. 

RELATIONSHIP REVIVAL – Another opportunity for getting to know one another is Relationship 

Revival. The purpose of Relationship Revival is to get to know one another better within the 

Body of Christ in a relaxed social setting and in so doing create/encompass an indirect outreach 

ministry to friends and neighbours as well.  Relationship Revival is a series of small personal 

events that are open to the congregation and their guests.  I encourage you to think of an event 

you would like to host and then visit the TBCO website for details of how to make it work.   

WE CARE – As well as having fun together we have an opportunity to be the hands and feet of 

Jesus to our fellow Christians at TBCO and to friends and neighbours by providing meals, 

childcare, housework and other practical services as needed to those who are sick or just need 

a bit of help.  Nancy Halloran (Halloran@primus.ca) coordinates this ministry and would love to 

hear from you if you would like to help with providing meals, baking or helping with childcare 

or housework on an occasional basis or know someone who we can help.  In 2009 we were able 

to help several families from TBCO and several who do not attend church. 
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY - From January to June monthly Women’s Breakfasts were held.  An 

average of 55 women attended and enjoyed a wonderful breakfast, fellowship and a testimony 

of God’s grace in various women’s lives.  A small number of women attended the annual AGC 

women’s conference. 

MEN’S MINISTRY – Monthly Men’s Breakfasts were enjoyed by many and provided an 

opportunity for good food, good fellowship and encouragement to walk with God.  Instead of 

the annual Men’s Camping Trip families were invited to attend.  Many families enjoyed a great 

weekend of fun, food and fellowship and inspiring times around the campfire. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Anne Miller 

Deaconess of Fellowship 

 

GREETERS/USHERS – Thank you for the wonderful people who volunteered as Greeters and 

Ushers.  We greatly appreciated your warm, welcoming greetings of love.  

PEOPLE PATH - was introduced, thanks to the hard work of Walter Schwabe.  As each person 

enters TBCO there are two paths, one for visitors and one for our beloved regular worshippers.  

You are all valued and loved.  We try to make sure to connect with visitors in a number of ways: 

complete a registration card, tour of facility, connect visitors with a family of similar dynamics, a 

phone call from our beloved Pastor, and connect with at least three of four people prior to 

entering sanctuary.   

Thanks to Wendy Allin, Cilla Exelby and Michelle St. Vincent for co-ordinating the Visitors 

Center and Ushers. 

This is the end of my tenure as Deaconess of Fellowship.  Thank you as this was a joy for me. 

Every time I think of you, I give thanks to m y God Phil 1:3 

I pray that your love will overflow more and more.  Phil 1:9 

 

Mariann Sheldrick & Anne Miller 

Deaconess of Fellowship 
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OUTREACH REPORT 

 

The vision of Trinity Bible Church of Ottawa is to love the people of Osgoode, the surrounding 

communities and the rest of the world just like Jesus does. This vision is carried out through the 

Outreach activities that we have been and will, under God’s grace and direction, continuing to 

pursue. 

What can you say about a local group of committed believers that is so involved in so much to 

touch the lives of groups and individuals in all walks of life and in all parts of the world. The only 

response is “To God be the Glory” As the deacon responsible for this ministry at TBCO I became 

over this past year a regular part of almost every Sunday service announcing a different project, 

initiative, calling or event  that our congregants felt led by God to be a part of. 

Consider this list and those we affected: 

BETHLEHEM LIVE – a recreation of the night of Christ’s birth where we invited the community 

to visit and experience a taste of what that miraculous event was like. 

 

SPRING AND FALL CLOTHING EXCHANGE – both of these events see nearly 300 people coming 

into our facilities to be touched by God’s hand to meet their physical needs 

 

IN HIS CARE   - again this year Walter Picavet organized the acquisition and distribution of new 

sleeping bags to provide comfort to the homeless of the streets of Ottawa 

 

KNOTTY KNITTERS – a group of dedicated women meeting faithfully each week to craft clothing 

and items for the use of needy mothers locally and to be sent to Nicaragua via our missions 

team  
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SHORT TERM MISSIONS - In June this year Gernot Eisner from Germany visited TBCO and over 

a weekend of meetings challenged the youth and the church as a whole to boldly go out to 

share the gospel wherever God calls. Two short term mission projects were already planned, 

but Gernot’s teaching and passion encouraged the ones who went out on short term missions 

this year.    

• Nicaragua – 5 of our senior youth group and 3 leaders travelled to Nicaragua this 

summer to run a sports camp, work with children and in a hospital in order to show 

God’s love and in return grew mightily in their walk and faith. 

• British Columbia Sikh community: Diana Blaney spent a few weeks living and working 

with a Sikh family and working with the community in Southern British Columbia this 

summer. She experienced their life and gained a better understanding of the Sikh 

religion while sharing her faith with them.    

TBCO MISSIONARIES – TBCO continues to support a group of missionaries. The Bussards in 

Eastern Europe and by extension in Kenya; the James’ ministering with Youth With a Mission in 

the Caribbean; The Grossmans and their call to Jews in eastern Canada and the U.S.; the 

Wolthauses with Operation Mobilization in Germany; Russ and Jenny Gant ministering to  and 

being educated with the Church of England in the U.K. This past year we saw the retirement of 

Don and Nettie Douma from their many years of service in South Africa. The Doumas had been 

supported by TBCO for over 20 years. 

TBCO has been blessed to be used of God to serve His purposes. And the call continues. As I 

write this, one of our young people, Jessie Spence, is sacrificially preparing to return to 

Nicaragua as a follow up to her trip there last summer. She is stepping out in faith that God will 

reveal Himself to her and to use her to minister to the people she loves there.  

My challenge is that many of us would hear this same call and respond with similar faith. It is 

my desire that many of us will be used by God in a myriad of ways to accomplish His great 

commission of reaching all who He loves both near and far with His love and message of hope. 

Joyfully submitted – Dennis Kuz, February 2010 
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YOU FEED THEM – “YouFeedThem” is a Ministry of Trinity Bible Church of Ottawa, whose 

mission is to advance the Kingdom of God, by creating self-sustainable, duplicating, agricultural 

systems that provide hunger relief and economic stability. Based on the Miracle of the Loaves 

and Fishes (Luke 9:13), “YouFeedThem” assists communities to feed themselves (a ‘hand up’, 

not a ‘hand out’). 

 

“YouFeedThem” begins by partnering with the leaders of a Community to assess their resources 

and needs (land availability, soil condition, water). Initial financial resources and agricultural 

education is provided toward finding solutions within the reach of the Community. The 

“YouFeedThem” Strategic Plan also includes a timeline and phase-out strategy.  

 

The first “YouFeedThem” project began in August 5, 2008, when a team went to the village of 

Yogo, Kenya. During the initial evaluation, it was discovered that the soil was void of any 

nutrients, and harvest was dependent on the one rainy season per year. Given cost and 

unavailability of typical fertilizer used in North America, other options were sought locally. It 

was discovered that the local sugar cane industry produces a by-product which is an excellent 

fertilizer, and that they must have it removed from the factory, since it is considered a “waste 

product”. A win-win solution! During this initial visit, 4 acres of land was purchased from the 

donations to “YouFeedThem”, and ownership given to a newly formed Community Based 

Organization in Yogo. Proper planting, including above-mentioned fertilizer, quality seed, and 

organic techniques were applied to these 4 acres, and just over 2 acres were irrigated. Now, 

one year later, the harvest has been incredible! The land which previously produced 1 bag of 

corn per acre yearly has produced 10 bags per acre and a new harvest continues to produce 

every 3 to 4 weeks. 

 

On October 16, 2009, United Nations hosted World Food Day, on the “YouFeedThem” farm! We 

are sharing this knowledge with all that come. Only God could create such an 

amazing harvest and spread this news in this short period of time. Gardens are being 

duplicated, knowledge is growing, and seeds of hope are being planted in the hearts of people, 

and the Word is spreading.  

 

“YouFeedThem” seeks additional churches and organizations who can partner with community 

based organizations in other villages. Donations are also needed for current 

farming projects, and to assist the village until the gardens allow them to become self-

sustainable. Visit www.youfeedthem.com to learn more. 

 

Submitted by Roland Poirier 

Secretary, “You Feed Them” 
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PROPERTY REPORT 

 

The 2009 goal for the property committee was to make our property feel like a home, a safe 

comfortable place for all levels of worship.  Throughout the 2009-year improvements have 

been made to both the facility as well as our outdoor property to make it a safer and more 

comfortable place to worship.  Our lawns have been kept clean and trimmed better than 

anyone could of requested, out trails have been maintained and improved and the pool was 

kept open for one more season.  Inside the building some significant electrical safety concerns 

have been repaired as well as a dramatic renovation to our youth room.  None of this could 

have been accomplished without the tremendous vision and help from some of our hard-

working volunteers and staff.  God has blessed us with a wonderful property to worship on and 

I look forward to what His plans are for 2010. 

Throughout 2009 we have observed tremendous growth in both our nursery as well as our 

toddler programs on Sunday mornings.  This growth is both positive and exciting. As a result of 

the growth in the nursery and toddler programs we are now having some issues regarding 

space.  In my mind this is one of the most positive issues that a church can have.  Over the last 

few months much thought has been put into discovering a solution for this space issue. 

In 2010 we have a tremendous opportunity to renovate and upgrade our facilities here at 

Trinity Bible Church.  The plan is to move the nursery upstairs into a newly renovated and 

expanded room located directly beside the youth room.  This will provide sufficient space for 

the nursery program.  The toddler room will then be expanded to encompass the entire existing 

nursery by simply removing two dividing walls.  These renovations will double the size of the 

existing toddler room while maintaining direct access to the children’s washroom. 

It is with great excitement and anticipation that I look forward to the renovations that are 

described above.  If you have any questions or comments regarding our property or have 

interest in helping with property items, I would love to hear from you. 

 

Regards, 

Andrew Ferguson 

Deacon of Property 
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ADULT DISCIPLESHIP REPORT 

 

The goal of Adult Discipleship is to help people move from being a person with no relationship 

with Christ to interest groups, such as, parenting, marriage, Celebrate Recovery and personal 

financial management courses to Exploring Christ groups, such as, Alpha and Experiencing 

Christ groups to Growing in Christ groups, such as, Beta, Life’s Healing Choices, and The Truth 

Project, to Close to Christ groups, such as, Just Walk Across the Room and Shaped to Serve, to 

Christ-centered groups, such as, On-going Accountability groups and On-going Leadership 

Training groups.  I will be listing the short-term and the long term small groups later in this 

report.  Even though a lot of people enjoy being in a small group the question always is what 

difference is it making in their lives.  In order to determine if small groups are making a 

difference we will be asking everyone to participate in The Reveal survey at the end of April 

2010.  This survey does not require people to reveal their names but how small groups are 

helping them to grow in Christ, in life transformation, and in ability to serve and to witness for 

Christ.  Discipleship is also responsible for Sunday morning adult electives, the media center, 

and marriage preparation, prayer gatherings, recruiting for leadership conferences, supporting 

the College and Careers group, and distribution of Our Daily Bread, and other literature. 

Pam Campbell has continued to purchase and catalogue up-to-date resources for the media 

Centre. She writes, 

THE TBCO MEDIA CENTRE (aka the Library) served an increasing number of congregants during 

2009.  Between 30 - 50 resources were signed out each week and, additionally, a significant 

number of items were borrowed "unofficially" (i.e. without being signed out) on a regular basis. 

Approximately 1000 (an average of 25/week) new resources were added to the collection in 

2009; mostly purchased at deep discount and some gratefully received as donations.  Books 

(fiction and non-fiction for all different age groups), DVDs (fictional {adult, teen, and children's 

interests}, teaching themes, and series for small group learning), CDs (fictional literature, music, 

and children's teaching), magazines, family games, and children's toys were added to the 

Media Centre shelves this past year.  These resources focus on a diverse range of subjects, 

including family and marriage concerns, Christian living, leadership, apologetics, and theology.  

A number of newly purchased Bibles (different versions and aimed at different age 

groups/interests) were brought into the library as well. There are some congregants who can 

be counted on to borrow materials each and every week, checking out the new additions as 

they regularly arrive on the shelves (sometimes before they even get to the shelves!), and many  
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others who are making good use of what the library has to offer.  All others are strongly 

encouraged to take a few minutes to look over the available selection of resources - there really 

is "something for everyone"! 

 We thank Pam for the excellent job she has done. 

 

The following resources were given out:  “Our Daily Bread” four times and the devotional 

planner once  to our congregation, “Why Jesus?”, a devotional planner, scripture tract to every 

family at Bethlehem Live, and a church brochure, the Four Spiritual Laws, and a New Testament 

door to door within Osgoode and area.  

The following small groups have met this past during 2009: 

LAUGHING YOUR WAY TO A BETTER MARRIAGE COURSE was completed by 4 groups including 

the College and Careers group. 

 WOMEN’S CELEBRATE RECOVERY STEP GROUPS 

Nov 28/08 – April 29/09                 6 participants 

Sept 10/08 – Nov 11/09                 8 participants 

Dec 16/09 - in progress                 9 participants 

Women’s Open group dealing with co-dependency issues  

Jan 1/09 – Dec 31/09                       5 – 10 participants  

 CELEBRATE RECOVERY MEN’S GROUPS 

 Jan 1/09 – Dec 31/09                       4 participants 

May 2/09 – Dec 31/09                    5 participants 

ALPHA MARRIAGE had 9 couples participate with 5 other couples setting up and provided a 

dinner each night. 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY COURSE was given 3 times. 
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EXPLORING CHRIST 

• Alpha was completed by 3 people all of whom received Christ as Saviour and Lord. 

• Doubter’s Group was participated in by 5 people. 

• Celebrate Recover  (see above) 

GROWING IN CHRIST 

• Celebrate Recovery  (see above) 

• The Truth Project 8 groups including the College and Careers group. 

• Beyond Ourselves by Beth Moore was completed by 2 groups. 

• Adult Foundations went through a teaching on Hosea and Amos, 3 sessions on 

Blackaby’s Experiencing God and the Ten Commandments. 

• Experiencing the Holy Spirit one group 

• Faith Weavers for parents to studied the same scripture that the children studied at 9 

a.m. 

• Promise Keepers Several men attended the Ottawa conference and several attended 

the Mississauga conference. 

• Turbulence Ahead parenting evening provided by Focus on the Family. 

• Men’s Group two groups. 

 

CLOSE TO CHRIST 

• Contagious Christian  2 groups 

• Just Walk Across the Room 75 individuals in 9 small groups. 

• Leadership Summit 31 people attended. 

CHRIST-CENTERED 

• Mentoring course and practice 

• Community Group. 

• Intercessory Prayer Group on Tuesdays throughout the year. 

• Worship and Prayer on Sunday nights took place 3 times to pray for the ministries of 

our church. 
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I want to thank the members of the Discipleship Core Team for working together so well:  

Walter Schwabe, Gary Bunting, Kim Zinck, Pam Campbell, Gordon Mosher, and Monica Brown.  

I also want to thank all who hosted and led groups and all who participated in groups.  Thanks 

to our Lord Jesus Christ who is the One who builds all of us up in faith, love, character, and 

ability to serve and to share Him with others. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Keith Brown 
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CHILDREN’S DISCIPLESHIP REPORT 

 

God is moving and shaking at TBCO, and exciting things are happening!!!!!God is so faithful!!! 

As Director of Children’s Ministries it brings be great joy to present this report. There have been 

many changes, challenges and victories here at Trinity in the past year. With that being said, 

God has revealed, supported, and been there through all of these. With the agreement from 

the leadership at TBCO, Children’s Ministries has been placed as one of the top three priorities 

in our church.  What an exciting time, and I feel truly blessed to be a part of these changes.  The 

following pages are a brief synopsis of the happenings in Children and Youth Ministries for 

2009/2010. 

In His Service, 

Catherine McLaughlin 

Director of Children’s Ministries 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY FALL 2009- WINTER 2010 

Foundations (birth-grade 12) 

 Sunday morning "Foundations" offered bible teaching that sought to build faith on the Rock - 

Jesus Christ. Classes were available to suit the needs and interests of all ages.   

Sunday morning consisted of two programs. With the change in service times the decision was 

made to move the Christian Education Hour to 8:30 and call it “Foundations”.  One Sunday a 

month was declared a builder Sunday where special activities took place.  For the remaining 

Sundays of the month, a traditional Sunday school style was followed.  Several different 

curriculums were being used in this hour.                                                             

  KIDZ WORKS... a place where kids WANT to be! 

“During the summer of 2008, The Deacon of Children and Youth Ministries and her lead teacher 

Mary Ruth Downs looked at a number of curriculums for both the 9:30 Christian Education Hour 

and the 11am Kids Worship time. The challenge was to find material that was relevant, had 

strong biblical teaching and was within budget. It was agreed upon to use the “Willow Creek  
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Promiseland” curriculum for pre-school through grade 6 and “Group Kids’ Own Worship” 

curriculum was used for the 11am Kids Worship. 

In November the decision was made by the board of Elders to move service time from 11:00am 

to 10:00am. An opportunity was recognized to introduce a new Kids program and run a portion 

of the group in the Large Group/Small Group format that Promiseland was intended for. A 

traditional Sunday school format was being used; however this was a perfect opportunity to try 

another format.  

 In January 2009 with a fresh new children’s ministry classroom created by a team of 

volunteers…. Kidz Works was launched during the 10 am service. The Willow Creek Sunday 

school Format material in the Pre-school program was still being used.  It was decided to 

continue to use this format due to space restrictions that the Large Group/Small Group format 

required.  

The Large Group/Small Group format was implemented in grades 1 through 6 and although 

labour intensive, it proved to be enjoyable and impacting.  

Nursery-Tiny Sprockets (birth to 18 months-35 Months)    

 

 Fun Factory (grades1-6) 

Pre-School -Gears and Gizmo’s (Ages 3 - 5) 

 

 Grades 7&8 “The Works” 

 

The Original Ministry Team Members of “Kidz Works” were as follows: 

Nursery: 3-6 volunteers, Pre-school: 3 volunteers, Elementary: Small group facilitators (7-9) 

Music & Drama: 4 volunteers, Story tellers: 2 volunteers, Junior High: 2 volunteers                                                      
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The volunteers were on a three month rotation cycle; however, challenges presented 

themselves to recruit volunteers for these positions.  The volunteer numbers had decreased, 

however Kidz Works was in compliance with the Child Protection Policy. Due to the revision and 

updates of the Child Protection Policy, policies and procedures were implemented for items 

such as:  teacher to student ratio, attendance records, student registrations and sign in/sign out 

practices. Necessary updates were also done to the classrooms such as glass put in all doors 

where teaching would be occurring. A hall monitor was recruited to travel the building during 

Sunday worship. 

It was agreed upon that due to the scope of Kidz Works a secondary support system was 

needed.  This came in the form of the attempt to recruit a Nursery Coordinator, a Large Group 

Coordinator as well as a Junior High Coordinator. These positions were planned to be filled by 

the Deacon for September 2009. 

Catherine McLaughlin was hired part-time as Director of Children’s Ministries in the fall of 2009.  

The existing programs were examined and evaluated by the Director of Children’s Ministries 

and it was decided that the current structure of Children’s Ministry would continue, however 

new curriculum would be implemented to support the research identified in the final report. 

In the final report it was identified that 3 opportunities were needed for a child to develop a 

clear and full understanding of Christ. It was also identified that Christ based parenting courses 

needed to be implemented into the TBCO culture in order to support this proposal. A mid-week 

program was also identified. The final report was accepted and was then implemented by the 

board of Elders. A decision was then made to move corporate worship to 10:15 to allow time 

for Sunday morning classes and small groups. “Fusion” was birthed in order to support the 3 

opportunity plan. Family oriented curriculum was introduced to meet the needs of the 3 

opportunity plan. 

There have been challenges with attendance for the 9:00a.m. “Fusion” program. A team 

meeting was called by Pastor Shawn Ketcheson to strategize and discuss how as a team we 

could encourage families to join and participate in this teaching hour. It was agreed upon by all 

that the 3 opportunity plan was the direction that TBCO was taking. It was agreed upon that 

this teaching hour was vital in the spiritual health of families at TBCO. A letter was written by 

the Director of Children’s Ministries, approved by Pastor Shawn Ketcheson and has been 

recently sent out.  There are currently only eight volunteers teaching on a regular weekly basis.  
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With little opportunity for a break for these teachers, it is the intention of the Director of 

Children’s Ministries to train, and equip a “support” teaching team. 

A regular rotation where all teachers could be on a rotating schedule is in the works. 

The 9:00a.m., 10:15a.m., and the mid-week program are currently using the same curriculum 

named “FaithWeaver”. All three programs use the same study each week, however all are 

taught in different styles. 

The 10:15 children’s program moved in line to support the 3 opportunity plan and is also using 

a curriculum to support this plan. Volunteer leaders are currently on a 12 week cycle. Leaders 

teach for four weeks consecutively, with a break for 8 weeks. Leaders are enjoying the 

consistency and flexibility of this schedule. TBCO has been using this curriculum for only 6 

weeks, however most teachers who have used this curriculum are enjoying the tools and 

lessons provided. Ongoing assessment is continuing.  

 A mid-week program was implemented in January 2010 on Thursday evenings named “Family 

Fusion”. TBCO is consistently seeing between 12-18 children weekly. Several of these families 

were not regular attendees at TBCO. With the program being launched in January 2010, a plan 

for recruiting and equipping volunteers is in the works. Currently there are only four leaders 

running this program.  

The program is in desperate need for volunteers. 

Leadership training, and monthly team meetings for Children’s Ministry has been implemented 

into the TBCO culture. Child protection policy as well as first aid training is planned for spring 

2010. 

With the need for stringent child protection policies, a new computerized data based sign 

in/sign out program is in the works. Currently the practices that are in place are not only 

proving to be inconsistent, but labour intensive as well. The new system will meet all needs for 

TBCO from attendance to record keeping as well as the capability to run reports and electronic 

mailings as needed. The plan to launch the new system is summer of 2010. 
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TBCO has exciting summer ministries in the works!  

In partnership with the Deacon of Communications, Children’s Ministry will be using several 

resources for advertising and promoting   summer ministries for 2010.  

Vacation Bible School and 4
th

 Week Camp will continue to run this summer; however there is a 

“new kid on the block”!!! 

VBS will be using Group Publishing’s “High Seas” curriculum.   

TBCO has been selected by a church in the U.S. to partner with us to run a sports ministry camp. 

The program that we will be using is Upward Sports. This component of summer ministry will 

operate as a half day camp. VBS and Upward Sports with run the same week giving families an 

opportunity to participate in a full day camp. 

FALL 2010 

The Director of Children’s Ministry has begun planning and strategizing for the upcoming 

ministry cycle. 

Ongoing assessment of policies, procedures, and curriculum continues, to ensure that they are 

all in compliance and are a good fit for TBCO. A need for volunteers in Children’s Ministries is 

vital in order to support these programs, as well as to be in compliance with the Child 

Protection Policy. Searches are continual to fill these needs. 

YOUTH REPORT  

 

As Deacon of Youth I need to off the top thank all those people who dedicate their time, energy 

and efforts into the youth ministries at Trinity.  This group of volunteers are very dedicated and 

have a real passion for youth and the Lord.  One of the most exciting events that took place for 

the youth leaders was the Revolution YM Seminar.  This seminar allowed them not only to 

dream about what youth ministry could be but gave them tools to get there.  It has been a real 

pleasure to be part of this journey.  If you want to be part of a very rewarding and life changing 

experience, then working with youth is the place to be.  Today’s youth face so many challenges 

and yet we have a group of leaders and kids who are praying for and impacting this area and 

the world for Christ. 
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We have experienced a number of changes through 2009 that have been exciting and we look 

forward to what God has in store for 2010.  The biggest changes would have been the split in 

the mandate of the Deacon position with the hiring of a Children’s Director.  This of course has 

given me a lot more time to work with the youth and youth leaders which has been a pleasure.  

The other major change has been the expansion and completion of a “New” youth room.  What 

an excellent space for our youth and they have and will continue to enjoy it.  Many thanks to all 

who helped to make the youth room happen as a surprise for the teens and leaders when they 

returned from ATF.   

Please find below a brief synopsis of what has taken place in our Youth ministries throughout 

2009. 

 

Junior High Youth Group (Tuesday 7:30-9pm) 

This group has traditionally been made up of our grade 7 and 8 students.  The grade 6 students 

usually join them after the March Break to get a taste of what is to come once they go to grade 

7.  One of the major changes that has taken place in the fall of 2009 was that we have now 

included the grade 6 students as part of the Junior High Ministry.  Statistics show that grade 6 

kids are more connected with the pre-teen and teen culture than that of the elementary aged 

kids.   

This age group is full of energy and is always on the go.  They love to make noise, be moving 

and feel accepted.  The mission of Junior High is “To connect youth to each other and God” and 

the vision is to “Encourage Junior High youth to consider God’s place in their lives, to make 

their faith their own and to provide a place to belong.”  Another change that also took place in 

the fall was a name change; Junior High is now called Connections. 

This group deals with interesting studies like the Youth Grapple, Youth Alpha, who we are in 

God and teaching youth how to stand up for what they believe in a world that is so much 

against them.  They like to do a special event once a month which has included things like a 

Mystery Night, Games night, Laser quest, tobogganing or an outreach event like Bethlehem Live 

or Goodie plates.  This group participated in No Other Name on Good Friday 2009. 
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Senior High Youth Ministry (Monday 7-9pm) 

This ministry is for High School students and due to Trinity’s location, we have a unique 

situation because we draw on youth from at least 5 high schools and potentially could draw 

from another 4 all within our area.  This of course has it’s challenges but also allows our youth 

to reach out to so many more teens.  This group kicked off the fall ministries this year with a 

new name – Transformers.  With this new name also came a new mission which is “To be a 

magnate to teens in the area, transform them in Christ, teach them how to reach others for 

Him and establish a faith that sticks for eternity”.   

Monday nights are also active and exciting.  The discussion groups are a real privilege to sit in 

on.  Every week after the study, they break into gender specific discussion groups and discuss 

the lesson.  These groups have developed an incredible rapport with each other, support each 

other and pray for each other not only on Monday but also throughout the week.  This to me 

has been an incredible and God Blessed example of community.   

The Senior High group tries to also do special events on a regular basis.  These consist of 

sleepovers, movie nights, gym nights, laser quest, and tobogganing and games nights.  They 

also attended Acquire the Fire in Hamilton in October.  This is always a big event and helps the 

youth to see that they are not alone, encourages them in their walk with God, their 

relationships with others and last but not least it is a lot of fun to take a road trip.  

 

Fusion (Sunday 9-10am) 

This is most Sunday’s our biggest Sunday School class.  Yes, you read that correctly.  It is for 

youth in grade 7 through grade 12.  We have a dedicated group of young people who get up 

and come to Church every Sunday for 9am to study and learn more about God and his Word.  

This group is so excited about learning about the Bible and the one who wrote it that they are 

willing to give up sleeping in.  That is not the norm and we praise God for this group, their 

desire to learn and their passion to grow in their walk with Christ.   
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The Works (Sunday 10:15-11:15am) 

This class is for our kids in grades 6 through 8 during the worship service.  This group has an 

opportunity to dig deeper into God’s word through hands on activities and in depth Bible 

Studies that are geared specifically at their age group.  This was a new program in 2009 and I 

believe has been a great success.  This is a great group of kids and their inquiring minds have 

generated fabulous questions and stories.  I have had the privilege of teaching this group every 

three months and have really enjoyed their enthusiasm and their passion to learn. 

 

4
th

 Week Camp (July 20 – 25, 2009) -MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 

Here is the report that was written by the Camp Director following the conclusion of camp in 

July 2009. 

4th Week Camp 2009 MISSION IMPOSSIBLE was held July 20 to 25th. We had 27 

campers, 8 counsellors, a games director, a lifeguard, 2 volunteer assistants, a host 

parent, a facilities manager and a camp director. The addition of the games director, 

Jessie Spence was a huge benefit to me as she organized and introduced the large group 

games. Jim Spence came and spent a day giving compass training to the campers. They 

were all excited to use these skills in the game at the end of the day. Walter Schwabe 

provided rocket building lessons and assisted the campers in getting their rockets ready 

to launch for Saturday. It was a great way to close out the week. 

 We were able to utilize a program called “Camp in a  Can- Action Heroes” for the 

talk outlines and some of the game ideas. Kevin Mayer was our speaker for the week. 

He did an excellent job of sharing the material and of sharing himself with the campers 

.Each camper had a book with the talk outline and questions for the small group times. 

There were also daily memory verses relating to the topic of the day. 

 We added some new activities this year. Each group got a turn to film a 

drama/skit during the week. These were shown at the end of each day. While lighting 

may be something we need to work on, the campers had a great time with these and 

enjoyed seeing themselves on film. The use of the camcorder to record the camp rules 

was also a big hit and helped the campers pay attention to the rules. 
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 Throughout the week, a plastic toy (Flat Louis) was kidnapped and hidden. The 

groups searched for Flat Louis to gain points for their team and to earn the privilege of 

hiding him the next day. This was a fun ongoing saga that added to the mystery of camp 

and I would include something like this again. 

 We also added a “Hero of the Day” award. These award notes (and a chocolate 

bar) were given to acknowledge when the campers exhibited “heroic” behaviour –   

servant hood, compassion, sportsmanship, etc. While we have always provided 

encouragement notes for staff, it was really positive to be able to encourage the 

campers and let them know that we could see these qualities in them. I would like to 

see this aspect of camp continue as well. 

 Our final new addition was the Book of Camp Records. Unfortunately, the book 

was not able to be completed during the week of camp. Once completed, it will have 

the records for future references and the campers will be able to look to the records for 

a challenge.  

 As always, the messy games were the highlight of the week for many of the 

campers. The slip and slide was made using a tarp. The additional width and durability 

worked much better than plastic and can be re-used next year. Our volunteer assistants 

were extremely helpful in keeping the slide soaped and ready to go. There is nothing 

better at camp than throwing food at each other and sliding into a pool of goo! 

 While the camp out was rained out again this year, we had the tents in the foyer 

and a wonderful time around our “fire”. The campers listened intently to our 

counsellors talking about their walk with God and I believe it made all the discussions 

about God seem much more real. The counsellors really shared their hearts and why 

taking the “Jesus road” makes such a difference. I believe that the campers, after 

building a relationship with their counsellors through the week, were deeply impressed 

with their honesty about their faith. Personally, I was impressed with the growth in 

spiritual maturity I witnessed in the staff. I  thank God for these young people and their 

willingness to serve Him. 

 We had many positive comments from parents and campers throughout the 

week. I was very pleased to be asked about when Junior High Youth group was going to 

begin. We will definitely use the camper list as a starting point for our group this year. 

The campers connected with each other and this is a great foundation for our youth 

group. 
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 I was very pleased with camp overall this year. The theme was a big hit and 

advertising through the youth group and the church was sufficient to fill camp. We built 

on last year’s success and the kids’ endorsement was our best advertisement. 

Thank you and God bless you. 

Kathleen Hallam – Camp Director 

 

We thank God for all that He has done in the lives of our youth in 2009 and we not only look 

forward to what He has in store for 2010, we pray that He will use this Church to cause an 

explosion for Christ in the lives of the youth in this area.  God Bless! 

 

Nikki Giesbrecht 

Deacon of Youth 
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COMMUNICATIONS REPORT 

 

On March 10, 2009, I accepted the appointment by TBCO to the position of Deacon of Communications.  

This position and Communications Ministry is new to TBCO, and was created in early 2009 to fulfill a 

need that was realized by the TBCO leadership due to Church growth, and to ensure that TBCO keeps up 

with the ever-changing technology that we live in.  The challenge for all Churches is to effectively 

communicate not only amongst those that attend, but also to the community around us.   

Our hope is to communicate all that TBCO has to offer in several media formats.  To begin this effort, in 

May 2009, we launched our new website at www.trinitybiblechurch.ca hosted by Ekklesia360, a 

company that works specifically with Churches, and that offers more than your average website.  

Ekklesia360’s CMS (Content Management System) allows the website to be updated by the efforts of a 

team rather than by one person, typically a web master.  An unlimited number of individuals are able to 

input content to the website, via any web browser software, using an interface that is easy to use and 

accessible from any computer with internet access.  For example, the Church Administrator can access 

the website event calendar to add or modify events, and upload the sermons and newsletters from our 

Pastor; the Deacon of Adult Discipleship can update the Small Groups and Courses page from his home 

or any location that has internet access; the Sound Booth audio recording can be uploaded from any 

location as well; and the TBCO photographer can upload photos to the site which are available to 

anyone who wants to insert them into their event description for the calendar, or other pages within the 

site, and photo galleries.   

How successful has this new website been?  Since the launch of the site, we have averaged 105 

“unique” visitors per day, which means visits are not counted if visited by the same computer on the 

same day.  The following page shows the web statistic chart based on the monthly averages and totals 

since the website was launched in May 2009.  There is an obvious decline over the summer months, but 

the visits increase again in the Fall.   

As a matter of interest, most visits to the site occur between the hours of 11 and 12 p.m., 33% type in 

the website address directly, and many 

find the TBCO website through searching 

google.com and google.ca, with search 

words such as “Bible Church Osgoode”, 

“Bible Church Ottawa”, or when 

searching for specific programs and 

ministries such as “Bethlehem Live” or 

“Clothing Exchange” or “You Feed Them”. 

  



    

 

 

 

Page 32 of 34 
Trinity Bible Church of Ottawa ~Annual General Report 2009 

Associated Gospel Churches of Canada 

 

 

Visited by countries all over the world, TBCO’s weekly sermons are also available for 

listening/downloading.  The current top 3 sermons are: 

#1  “The Holy Spirit” (Pastor Shawn) 

#2  “The Mission Field – Where you are”  

       (Ken Dekker) 

#3  “There is Purpose in our Pain”  

       (Pastor Shawn) 

Web statistics as of February 14, 2010: 
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Knowing that several people are visiting the site, listening to the teachings, and reading up on what our 

Church has to offer, makes the website and the effort that goes into it very worthwhile.  Pastor Shawn 

has also reported that newcomers have told him they found us on the internet.  Today, after the Sunday 

Worship Service, and just prior to my finalizing this report, I was introduced to someone new at our 

Church.  She told me that she was new to the area, saw the sign at the end of our laneway, received a 

post card for the Christmas Eve Service, and then looked it up on Google.  She has been attending since 

Christmas Eve.  How encouraging! 

In addition to the website, other communication efforts include the weekly printed bulletin, the pre- 

and post-Service overhead announcements, Church-wide emails as required, updates/links in Pastor 

Shawn’s weekly Sunday’s A Coming newsletter, community mail outs for events (e.g. Bethlehem Live, 

Christmas Eve Service, Thursday’s Family Fusion), TBCO general information brochures, radio 

announcements for special events, and advertising in local stores and community newsletters.    

TBCO is also on Facebook, providing updates, announcements regarding upcoming events, as well as a 

place for members to add their comments and/or questions.  Also linked to the TBCO Facebook page is a 

Facebook Group for TBCO’s “You Feed Them” mission, with current members totalling 333!  By using 

these global social networking tools, we demonstrate that our Church is interested in remaining current 

and up to date with today’s social tools and trends. 

Future plans for the Communications Team include continual improvements to the website, providing 

news and general interest stories; an Information Centre in the foyer of the Church; display boards with 

current and upcoming events; and promotions through the additional above mentioned forms of media.  

We would also like to explore the effectiveness of advertising on secular radio in the Ottawa area.   

A current project that we are working with the Property team and excited to see completed in the very 

near future, is new signage.  In addition to a new sign at the end of our laneway, directional signs will 

also be strategically placed throughout the community. 

As Deacon of Communications, I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to everyone that makes the 

above outcome possible.  Without the support of the staff, Elders, Deacons, team leads, and volunteers 

at TBCO, it would not be possible to communicate all that TBCO has to offer to those searching for God, 

and our community. 

 

In His Service, 

Theresa Poirier 
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WEDDINGS 

Nancy Paquette & Brian Nitschke July 11, 2009 

Nathan DeSchiffart and Michaela Beuman October 10, 2009 

 

 

FUNERALS 

 

Al Philips – August 25, 2009 

 

 

CHILD DEDICATIONS 

 

Andrea Schroeter –November 22, 2009 

Lily Elizabeth Tinlin –November 22, 2009 

Angelica, Kalem & Hunter St. Louis – April 12, 2009 

Avery Grace Richard – April 26, 2009 

Katelyn Ferguson – May 3, 2009 

Kayleigh Astrid Rading–May 3, 2009 

 

 

BAPTISMS 

 

Catherine McLaughlin – October 25, 2009 

Matt Carrol - October 25, 2009 

Paul Pitman - October 25, 2009 

 

 

MEMBERSHIPS 

 

Ryan Dekker – July, 12 2009 

Bob Fox – July, 12 2009 

Catherine McLaughlin – October, 4 2009 


